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28 India’s Air Defence Gets a Big Boost, Russia Starts 
Delivery of S-400 Missiles

29 Procurement : Army Set to Get M777 Boost by June 2022; 
Can be Deployed in Mountains

29 3rd Trilateral Maritime Exercise ‘SITMEX-21’ Held 
Between India, Singapore and Thailand in Andaman 
Sea

29 Indian Navy Conducts Security Exercise ‘Prasthan’ in 
Western ODA Off the Mumbai Coast

29 Big Boost to India’s Defence : Indian Navy Commissions 
the Indigenously Designed and Built Stealth Destroyer 
INS Visakhapatnam

30 28th Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise 
‘SIMBEX’ 2021 Held in South China Sea

30 Indian,  Moroccan  Navies  Conduct  1st  Maritime 
Partnership Exercise; INS Tabar Reaches Egypt’s 
Alexandria

31 India and Australia Conduct Biennial Maritime Warfare 
Exercise—‘AUSINDEX21’

31 INS Vikrant, India’s Largest Warship Begins Sea Trials

31 Border Roads Organisation (BRO) Constructs World’s 
Highest Road in Ladakh at 19,300 Feet Altitude, Beats 
Bolivia’s Record

31 Naval Exercise ‘Zayed Talwar 2021’ Held Between India 
and the UAE

32 AL MOHED AL-Hindi-2021—1st Ever Naval Exercise 
Between India and Saudi Arabia

32 DRDO Successfully Test-fi res Indigenous Technology 
Cruise Missile

32 Indian Navy and Royal Bahrain Navy Undertake 
Maritime Exercise at Manama, Bahrain

32 India, Australia Sign ‘Joint Guidance’ for Naval 
Cooperation

33 India, Sri Lanka & Maldives Conduct TTX 2021 on 
Maritime Security

33 Sri Lanka, India Ink Deal to Redevelop Strategic 
Trincomalee Oil Tank Complex

33 Indian Navy Receives 1st Batch of MH-60R Helicopters 
from US Navy

33 Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) Approves ` 43,000 
Crore RFP for Constructing 6 Submarines and ` 6,000 
Crore for Air Defence Guns

17 Editorial

National Events 2021-22

National Political Updates
19 India Celebrates Its 75th Independence Day; PM 

Narendra Modi Addresses Nation from the Red Fort; 
Makes Major Announcements

20 Central Government Creates ‘Ministry of Cooperation’ 
to Strengthen Cooperative Movement

20 Central Government Reorganises Cabinet Committees; 
New Names Included

21 World Food Programme (WFP) and Rajasthan Govern-
ment Become Partners to Improve Targeted Public 
Distribution System

22 Highlights of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s Visit 
to India on December 6, 2021

23 India Celebrates 73d Republic Day with Iconic Parade
24 Lok Sabha Election Spend Cap Raised to ̀  95 Lakh, State 

Polls’ to ` 40 Lakh

Acts/Bill/Law/Constitution/Justice
24 President Ram Nath Kovind Promulgates 2 Ordinances 

Extending Tenure of CBI and ED Directors for Upto 5 
years

25 India 2021

26 Parliament Passes Bill to End All Retrospective Taxation

26 Chief Justice of India (CJI) Launches Mobile App of 
NALSA, Vision and Mission Statement

27 Government of NCT of Delhi (Amendment) Act Comes 
into Force

27 Parliament Passes Constitution 127th Amendment Bill 
to Restore the States’ Power to Make Their Own OBC 
Lists

27 Government  Promulgates  J&K  Reorganisation 
(Amendment) Ordinance 2021 to Merge J&K Cadre 
Offi cers with the Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Mizoram 
Union Territory Cadre

Defence and Internal Security
28 Navies of India, Thailand Conduct 32nd Edition of 

CORPAT
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34 India Successfully Test-fi res BrahMos Supersonic Cruise 
Missile from INS Visakhapatnam

34 DRDO Flight Tests Final Deliverable Confi guration of 
Man Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile (MPATGM)

34 India Undertakes Maritime Partnership Exercise with 
Japan in the Bay of Bengal

35 Philippines 1st Country to Purchase $ 374·96 mn 
BrahMos Supersonic Cruise Missile System from India 
for Its Navy

35 Naval Exercise : 31st Edition of India-Thailand CORPAT 
Conducted in Andaman Sea

35 Seven New Defence Companies, Carved Out of OFB, 
Dedicated to the Nation

Space Missions and Satellites

36 ISRO Successfully Conducts Qualification Test of 
Cryogenic Engine for Gaganyaan

36 Prime Minister Narendra Modi Launches the Indian 
Space Association (ISPA) via Video Conferencing

37 ISRO Conducts 3rd Long Duration Hot Test of Vikas 
Engine for Gaganyaan Programme

37 Overview of ISRO’s Plan for the Decade 2021–30

38 Space Launch Vehicle Programme : Department of Space 
(DOS) Signs 1st of Its Kind Non-Disclosure Agreement 
(NDA) with Agnikul Cosmos for Launch Vehicle 
Development Programme

38 Private Players to Enter Space Activity in India : Pixxel 
Signs Pact with NSIL to Launch India’s 1st Private 
Remote Sensing Satellite on PSLV Rocket in 2021

39 India’s 42nd Communication Satellite CMS-01 Success-
fully Placed into Orbit

39 ISRO Successfully Launches Earth Observation Satellite 
EOS-01 and 9 Other Satellites

39 ISRO, Oppo India Collaborate to Strengthen R&D of 
Navic Messaging Service

Other Vital Issues

40 NTPC Ties up with IOCL to Collaborate in Renewable 
Energy

40 India Launches 41st Scientifi c Expedition to Antarctica

41 Development of North East India : Centre Approves 1 
Lakh Crore Oil and Gas Projects for North East Region

41 PM Narendra Modi Launches ` 100 Lakh Crore Gati 
Shakti—National  Master  Plan  for  Infrastructure 
Development

42 PM  Modi  Launches  Ayushman  Bharat  Health 
Infrastructure Mission

43 Council of Scientifi c and Industrial Research (CSIR)—
National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL)’s Hansa New 
Generation Aircrafts Successfully Makes Its Maiden 
Flight

43 Medicines from the Sky Project : Telangana Becomes 
1st Indian State to Launch Beyond Visual Line of Sight 
(BVLOS) Drones to Send Medicines

44 North-east Region Development : Ministry of Tourism 
Sanctions ` 200 Crore for Tourism Development in 
North-east Region of the Country

44 Ministry of Education (MoE) Forms National Steer-
ing Committee to Develop National Curriculum 
Frameworks; Headed by K. Kasturirangan

44 Indian Cricketer Mithali Raj Becomes the Leading Scorer 
in All Forms of Women’s International Cricket

45 Department of Biotechnology (DBT) and Ministry of 
Earth Sciences (MoES) Sign MoU for Cooperation in 
Polar Biology

45 India Elected to UN Economic and Social Council for 
2022–24 Term

46 Ministry of Shipping and Civil Aviation Ministry Sign 
MoU to Develop Seaplane Services in India

46 Pune Ranks 1st Among Urban Cities of India with 
Adequate Health Infrastructure—Housing.com Report

46 Tribal Affairs Ministry Signs MoU with Microsoft for 
Digital Transformation of Tribal Schools

47 Smart City Mission : Jharkhand Tops in Implementation 
of Smart City Projects : Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs (MoHUA)

47 India Elected to 3 Bodies of UN Economic and Social 
Council

48 Regional Development : Ladakh UT, LAHDC & ONGC 
Energy Centre Sign Tripartite Agreement to Establish 
India’s 1st Ever Geothermal Project in Puga, Ladakh

49 Govt. of India, West Bengal and World Bank Sign USD 
105 Million Project to Improve Waterways in West 
Bengal

49 PM Inaugurates Rewari-Madar Freight Corridor Section 
of WDFC; Flags off World’s 1st Double Stack Container 
Train

50 Union Minister for Earth Sciences Inaugurates Coastal 
Research Vessel ‘Sagar Anveshika’ at Chennai Port

50 Union Education Minister Launches SARTHAQ 
Initiative for Implementation of National Education 
Policy 2020 (NEP 2020)

50 Environment Minister, Bhupendra Yadav Chairs 19th 
Meeting of NTCA; 14 Tiger Reserves Get CA/TS 
Accreditation

51 Humanitarian Aid : India Sends 2 Tonnes Medicines to 
Afghanistan

51 Nepal Power Exchange Signs Trading Agreement with 
India’s Manikaran Power

52 Asian Development Bank (ADB) Approves USD 350 
Million Loan to Improve Urban Services in India

52 India Re-elected to International Maritime Organisation 
Council for 2022-23

53 India  Votes  Against  UNSC  Draft  Resolution  to 
‘Securitise’ Climate Action; Russia Backs New Delhi

53 8th Indian Ocean Dialogue

53 NMCG and C-Ganga Organise 6th India Water Summit 
2021 in Hybrid Mode; MoUs Inked

Regional Affairs 2021-22

55 Andhra Pradesh
56 Assam
57 Bihar
57 Chhattisgarh
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71 K.P. Sharma Oli Reappointed as Nepal PM As Opposition 
Fails to Muster Majority to Form New Government

71 Vjosa Osmani-Sadriu Becomes Kosovo’s 7th President

71 Nguyen Xuan Phuc Sworn in As President of Vietnam 
Pham Minh Chinh Elected as Prime Minister

72 Russian President Vladimir Putin Signs Law Allowing 
Him to Rule Till 2036

72 Mario Draghi Becomes Italy’s New Prime Minister

73 Faustin-Archange Touade’ra Elected as President of 
Central African Republic for 2nd Term

73 Japarov Sadyr Nurgojoevich Elected as President of 
Kyrgyzstan

73 Joe Biden Takes Over as the 46th President of the USA; 
Kamala Harris as Vice-President

74 Kuwait Emir Reappoints Sheikh Sabah al-Khalid as PM

74 Honduras Elects Its First Female President—Xiomara 
Castro

74 Taiwan Loses Diplomatic Ally Nicaragua to China
75 UNGA Grants Observer Status to International Solar 

Alliance
75 New Reality for the Middle East : Israel’s PM Meets UAE 

Crown Prince on Historic Visit; Focus on Trade

75 A Unique Camaraderie Between China and Russia in 
the Backdrop of Tensions with the West : Xi, Putin Hold 
Call in a Virtual Mode

76 Chile Gets its Youngest President at 35

76 US Imposes Sanctions Against China Over Abuse of 
Uighurs

77 Maria Elisa Quinterors Elected as New President of 
Chilean Constitutional Convention

57 Gujarat
57 Himachal Pradesh

58 Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh

58 Karnataka

59 Kerala

60 Madhya Pradesh

60 Maharashtra

61 North-East States

61 Puducherry

61 Punjab

61 Rajasthan

61 Tamil Nadu

62 Telangana

63 Uttar Pradesh

63 Uttarakhand

63 West Bengal

International Events 2021-22

International Political Updates

64 Sweden  Gets  First  Female  PM  After  Parliamentary 
Approval

64 Fumio Kishida Sworn in as Japan’s New Prime Minister

65 Taliban Expand Government Team : 38 New Appoint-
ments

65 Thailand’s Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha Wins Vote 
of Confi dence

66 Justin Trudeau Wins a 3rd Term as Prime Minister of 
Canada

66 Stefan Lofven Re-elected as Prime Minister by Swedish 
Parliament

66 Nepal PM Sher Bahadur Deuba Wins Vote of Confi dence 
in Parliament

67. World 2021

68 Pedro Castillo, Lefi st Rural Teacher Declared President 
Elect in Peru

68 Ethiopia : Landslide Win for PM Abiy Ahmed’s Party

68 Mali Junta Leader Sworn in As President After Second 
Coup

69 Isaac Herzog Elected as New President of Israel

69 Maldives’ Abdulla Shahid Elected as President of the 
76th Session of UN General Assembly

69 Choguel Kokalla Maiga Named as the New PM of Mali

69 Former PM Ukhnaa Khurelsukh Becomes the 6th 
President of Mongolia

69 Henri Marie Dondia Appointed as Prime Minister of 
Central African Republic

70 Naftali Bennett Takes Oath As Israel’s New Prime 
Minister

70 Antonio Guterres Re-elected as UN Secretary General 
for 2nd 5-Year Term Starting January 1, 2022

70 Swedish Prime Minister Stefan Lofven Loses Vote of 
Confi dence : Sweden’s Government Toppled

71 Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan Wins General 
Election
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77 Alikhan Smailov Named Kazakhstan’s New Prime 
Minister

77 Daniel Ortega Sworn in for 5th Term as President of 
Nicaragua

Deals/Agreements/Pacts

78 Climate Cooperation : China, US Unveil Surprise 
Emissions Deal

78 COP26 Concludes with Glasgow Pact; the Deal Clinched 
After Drama Over Coal : India’s Concerns, Ideas 
Conveyed Succinctly

78 Czechs Ink USD 630 Million Deal to Get Israeli Air 
Defence

79 Turkish Parliament Finally Ratifies Paris Climate 
Agreement

79 India-Nepal Relations : India, Nepal Sign MoU to 
Reconstruct Projects Damaged by 2015 Earthquake

79 India and Denmark Launch ‘Centre of Excellence on 
Offshore Wind’ as Part of Green Strategic Partnership

80 Overview  of  External  Affairs  Minister  (EAM) S. 
Jaishankar’s Visit to Slovenia, Croatia, Denmark

80 India, US Launch Dialogue on Climate Action, 
Investment

81 India, US Agree to Collaborate on Emerging Fuels during 
US-India Strategic Clean Energy Partnership (SCEP) 2021 
Ministerial Meeting

81 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman Attends 11th UK-
India Economic and Financial Dialogue (EFD)

81 Table-Top (TT) Exercise Held Between India’s Tri-Service 
Forces for the First Time

82 India Joins Community of Portuguese Language 
Countries as ‘Associate Observer’

82. India, US Sign MoU to Improve Weather and Monsoon 
Forecasts

82 India and East African Community (EAC) Sign Action 
Plan to Boost Trade

82 India Joins G20-OECD Tax Framework Deal for Global 
Minimum Corporate Tax

83 India, Gambia Sign MoU to Strengthen Cooperation in 
Governance Reforms

83 India, Nepal Sign LoE to Revise 2004 India-Nepal Rail 
Services Agreement

83 Bangladesh, Canada Join Coalition on Disaster Resilient 
Infrastructure

84 Australia and South Korea Sign Big Defence Deal, to 
Upgrade Formal Ties

84 US, West Allies Pledge Export Controls Tied to Human 
Rights

84 World Bank Unveils $ 93 Billion Boost for Poorest Nations

85 Japan and Australia Sign Defence Deal Amid China 
Concerns

85 Highlights of World Economic Forum’s Virtual Davos 
Agenda Summit 2022

 Summits/Conferences/Meets
85 G20 Meeting : One Billion Euro Aid Package Pledged 

by EU at Summit on Afghanistan

86 China Unveils Key Biodiversity Plan at UN Biodiversity 
Summit in Kunming

86 38th and 39th ASEAN Summits Conclude with Focus 
on Post COVID-19 Recovery, Community Building

87 G20 Health Ministers’ Meeting 2021 Held in Rome, 
Italy; Union Minister Piyush Goyal Appointed as India’s 
Sherpa for G20

88 6th BRICS Energy Ministers’ Meeting 2021 Held 
Virtually; MoS Kishan Pal Gurjar Chairs the Meeting

88 13th BRICS Summit : BRICS An Infl uential Voice for 
Emerging Nations, Says PM Modi

89 AUKUS—A  New  Trilateral  Defence  &  Security 
Partnership Between the US, UK and Australia

89 Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit 2021 
Held in Dushanbe, Tajikistan : Indian PM Modi Cites 
Radicalisation a Big Challenge in Afghanistan at the 
Meet

90 EAM Jaishankar Participates in 11th EAS Foreign 
Ministers’ Meeting

90 8th SCO Justice Ministers’ Meeting; India is Represented 
by Union Minister for Law & Justice, Kiren Rijiju

91 1st Deputy NSA Level Meeting of Colombo Security 
Conclave Held Virtually

91 2021 NATO Summit Held in Brussels, Belgium

91 NATO  Launches  Multinational  Military  Exercise 
‘DEFENDER Europe 21’ in Albania 

91 Open Skies Treaty : After US Quit Open Skies Treaty 
Last Year, Russia Formally Seeks to Pull Out of It

92 3rd QUAD Ministerial Meeting; Foreign Ministers 
Reaffi rm Commitment to Strengthen Cooperation on 
Advancing Free and Open Indo-Pacifi c

92 External Affairs Ministers S. Jaishankar Addresses 5th 
Indian Ocean Conference  in Abu Dhabi

92 News from Middle East : Saudi Soft Power : First Ever 
Riyadh Philosophy Conference Launched

93 G7 Ministers Present a United Front Against Russia Over 
Ukraine Crisis

93 Japan, US 2 + 2 Meeting : Both Countries Vow More 
Defence Cooperation to Counter Chinese Threat

93 World’s Five Powerful Nations Issue Pledge to Prevent 
Spread of Nuclear Weapons

Other Vital Issues
94 UNESCO’s 75th Anniversary 2021 Celebrated

94 In a 1st Russia Successfully Test-fi res Zircon Hypersonic 
Cruise Missile from Submarine

94 China Launches World’s First Earth Science Satellite, 
Guangmu-1 or SDGSAT-1

94 Japan Launches Epsilon Small Rocket Carrying 9 
Satellites
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95 US Becomes 101st Member of India-led International 
Solar Alliance (ISA)

95 Australia Says it would Join US in Depending Taiwan 
if Necessary

95 Quad Nations Conduct 2nd Phase of Malabar 2021 
Exercise in Bay of Bengal

96 Chinese Astronauts Enter Space Station for Record Six-
Month Stay

96 India Introduces Draft Resolution in UNGA for Granting 
Observer Status for International Solar Alliance (ISA)

97 Space History in the Making : NASA Launches First 
Space Probe to Study Jupiter’s Asteroids : Lucy in the 
Sky with Diamonds : 12-Year Expedition

97 Saudi Arabia’s First Batch of Female Soldiers Graduate 
from Armed Forces Women’s Cadre Training Centre

98 UAE, Bangladesh, Uruguay Join as 1st Batch New 
Members of BRICS New Development Bank (NDB)

98 El Salvador Becomes First Country to Adopt Bitcoin as 
an Offi cial Currency

98 South Korea Tests First Submarine—Launched Ballistic 
Missile; Becomes 8th Country to Do So

98 Morocco, Israel Sign Three Cooperation Agreements in 
Rabat

99 Pakistan  Successfully  Test-fi res  Nuclear  Capable 
Surface-to-Surface Ballistic Missile ‘Ghaznavi’

99 Israel Successfully Tests Its Arrow-2 Ballistic Missile

99 China Revises Law to Allow Families to Have Three 
Kids

99 Asian Development Bank (ADB) Releases 52nd Edition 
of the Key Indicators for Asia & the Pacifi c, 2021

100 World Health Organisation (WHO) Certifi es China is 
Free of Malaria After 70-Year Effort

100 China’s Astronauts Carry Out Second Spacewalk in Its 
History

101 France Tests ‘HELMA-P’ Laser-Powered Anti-Drone 
System

101 US, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Uzbekistan to Form Group 
to Enhance Regional Connectivity

101 Africa, 1st Continent to Complete Collection of Digital 
Land Use Data

101 8th Global Nitrogen Conference Hosted by Germany; 
The Conference Focuses on SDGs

102 Brazil, UAE, Albania, Ghana and Gabon Elected to UN 
Security Council

102 NASA, Axiom Sign Pact to Send 1st Private Astronaut 
to ISS

102 Iran Launches Its Most Powerful Supercomputer : 
Simorgh

103 Denmark is Set to Build the World’s First Energy Island 
in North Sea

103 First in the Arab World : UAE’s ‘Hope’ Probe Sends 
Home First Image of Mars

103 Saudi Arabia Bans the Tablighi Jamaat Terming It a 
‘Danger to Society’ and One of the Gates of Terrorism

104 Dubai Becomes World’s 1st 100% Paperless Government
104 Taiwan Row : Lithuania Closes Embassy in China
104 UNSC Passes Resolution Facilitating Humanitarian Aid 

to Afghanistan
104 In 1st Test in Months, North Korea Fires Ballistic Missile
105 France Takes EU Reins with Push for  More Sovereignty

105 OPEC Appoints Kuwait’s Haitham AL Ghais as its New 
Secretary General

105 North Korea Launches Missile into Sea Amid Stalled 
Talks

105 US Announces USD 308 Million in Aid for Afghans as 
Crisis Grows

106 PM Imran Khan Launches Pakistan’s First-ever National 
Security Policy

106 South Africa Launches First Satellite Indigenous 
Constellation MDA Sat

107 Iran Launches Solid-fuel Satellite Carrier Rocket into 
Space

Important Concepts in News

109 Art and Culture
116 Science and Technology
127 Defence/Space/Security
134 Economy/Finance
139 Polity and Governance

Environment/Ecology/Wildlife/
Climate Change/Biodiversity

142 The United States of America Becomes the 101st Member 
Country  of the International Solar Alliance
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153 US Officially Rejoins Paris Agreement on Climate 
Change

153 Mass Migration of Blue Earthworms in Meghalaya

154 National Marine Turtle Action Plan Launched

154 Indian Sharks, Rays and Chimaeras Face High Risk of 
Extinction

154 Transport Ministry Seeks Feedback on Plan to Promote 
E20 Fuel to Reduce Oil Dependence

155 Two New Zoos One Each in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh 
Granted Recognition by Central Government

155 Longest Migrating Small Bird Willow Warbler Spotted 
in Kerala’s Punchakkari

156 World’s Last Known White Giraffe Gets GPS Tracking 
Device

156 MoEFCC Launches Action Plan to Increase Population 
of Vultures

156 UK to Ban Petrol, Diesel Cars from 2030 in Green 
‘Revolution’

157 UNESCO Stripes for Panna Biosphere Reserve
157 Himalayan Glaciers Melting at ‘Exceptional Rate’ Due 

to Global Warming : Study
157 Perfectly Preserved Dinosaur Embryo Found in China
158 Rare to India Barn Owl Sighted in Bihar
158 ‘Non-compliance to Emission Control Measures at 

Power Plants Put Health at Risk’

158 UNICEF Climate Change Curriculum to be Implemented 
in Maha-rashtra Schools

159 Destruction of Wetlands Leading to Global Decline of 
Dragonfl ies

159 19th Meeting of National Tiger Conservation Authority 
(NTCA) Held

159 IMD Launches  India’s 1st  Weather  Hazard  and 
Vulnerability Atlas

Science and Technology

160 Lucy Spacecraft on a 12-Year Journey to Study Jupiter’s 
Asteroids

160 Foretelling Storms
160 Scientists Study DNA from Mummies and Identify 

Genetic Secrets of Ancient Egypt
160 Scientists Develop Brain Cell Atlas
160 Gravitational Wave Observatory Detects 40 Black Hole 

Mergers
161 Earth’s Energy Imbalance Has Doubled
161 Bacteria Turn Toxic Metals into Gold
161 BepiColombo Spacecraft Records the Sound of Solar 

Wind
162 Chimps Extract Sap from Palm and Make Own Booze—a 

New Light on Evolution Theory
162 Sun Brings Out a Fresh Batch of Sunspots
162 Sound Since Birth
162 290-million-year-old Creature Long Before the Dinosaurs
162 Asian Desert Dust Enhances Indian Monsoon

163 Sharks Face the Risk of Disappearing

163 Groundwater Depletion May Reduce Cropping Intensity 
by 20% in India

163 Turtle with Punk Hairdo Rapidly Declining

142 Himalayan Glacier Changed Track 20,000 Years Ago : 
Study

143 Nearly 52% Reduction in Fire Counts in the Current Year 
Compared to the Corresponding Period of Last Year

143 Australia Declares ‘La Nina Weather Event Begins’
143 Kaiser-i-Hind is Arunachal’s State Butterfl y
143 United States, the European Union, and Partners 

Formally Launch the Global Methane Pledge
143 ‘Wetlands of India’ Portal Launched

144 Australia Gives Support in Principle for Net Zero Carbon 
Emissions by 2050

144 Carbon Dioxide Emissions in 2020 above Decadal 
Average

144 Japan's Mount Aso Volcano Spews Plumes of Ash

144 Silver Forget-me-not Butterfl y Recorded in Tamil Nadu 
for the First Time

145 Two More Indian Beaches Get Coveted International 
Blue Flag Certifi cation

145 India Observes the 27th Global Ozone Day

145 India and US Launch the Climate Action and Finance 
Mobilization Dialogue (CAFMD)

146 Chandigarh Gets Country’s Tallest Air Purifi er

146 WMO Report : Climate Indicators and Sustainable 
Development

146 India to Become First Asian Country to Launch a Plastics 
Pact

146 India’s Highest Herbal Park Inaugurated Near Indo-
China Border in Uttarakhand

147 Cabinet Approves Ratifi cation of Kigali Amendment

147 31·6% Rise in E-waste Generation Last Year

148 Malpe Beach Gets Safety Nets and Red Flags

148 Amazon Rainforest Now Emitting More CO2 Than It 
Absorbs

148 EU’s Proposal for World’s First Carbon Border Tax 
Triggers Sharp Response from Russia

149 Himalayan Yaks to be Insured Against Accidents, 
Natural Disasters

149 UNESCO Recommends Great Barrier Reef be Listed in 
Danger

149 Govt. to Set up National Mission on Use of Biomass

149 Cheetah to be Re-introduced in India from Africa in 
November 2021

150 International Energy Agency (IEA) Released its Net Zero 
Emission (NZE) Roadmap

150 US Approves its First Big Offshore Wind Farm, Near 
Martha’s Vineyard

150 Global Methane Assessment Launched by UNEP and 
CCAC

150 Eastern, India Most Vulnerable to Climate Change, Says 
Study

151 Only 3% of Land Areas Unblemished by Humans : Study

151 Dolphin Boom in Odisha’s Chilika Lake

152 Wayanad Sanctuary a Haven for Asiatic Wild Dog

152 New Species from Arunachal Added to India’s Bird List

152 Climate Change Shrinks Marine Life Richness Near 
Equator : Study
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174 World Bank Projects India’s GDP Growth at 8·3% for 
Financial Year 22, 8·7% for Financial Year 23

174 IMF Reduces India’s GDP Forecast for Financial Year 22 
to 9% from 9·5%

Agriculture and Allied Sector

174 Fourth Advance Estimates of Principal Crops for 2020-21 
Realsed : Record Foodgrain Production of 308·65 Million 
Tonnes

175 First Advance Estimates of Production of Major Kharif 
Crops : 2021-22

175 NAFED e-Kisan Mandis
175 Third Advance Estimates of Area and Production of 

Horticultural Crops of 2020-21

176 Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for Rabi Crops for 
Marketing Season 2022-23

176 Centre Hikes Copra MSP by ̀  255 Per Quintal, Ball Copra 
by ` 400

176 Government Determines Fair and Remunerative Price of 
Sugarcane at ̀  290 Per Quintal for Sugar Season 2021-22

Industry
177 60th Annual Public Enterprises Survey 2019-20
177 Single-Use Plastic Items to be Prohibited from July 2022
178 7 Mega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel (PM 

MITRA ·ih,e fe(‚ Parks

Infrastructure Development
178 Government Grants Maharatna Status to Power Finance 

Corporation

178 Heritage Conservation in Indian Railways

179 National Rail Plan for India 2030

179 India’s Renewable Power Generation Growth Out-paced 
the Thermal Power

179 TATA Acquires Air India

Money and Banking
179 IMF Raises India’s Special Drawing Rights Allocation 

to $ 17·86 Billion

179 Centrum, BharatPe get Licence from RBI to Create India’s 
1st Digital Small Finance Bank

180 RBI Monetary Policy, February 2022 : MPC Keeps Repo 
Rate Unchanged; Stance Accommodative

180 Cabinet Approves an Incentive Scheme for Promotion 
of RuPay Debit Cards and Low-Value BHIM-UPI 
Transactions (P2M)

180 Debit/Credit Card Tokenisation

180 Bad Loans : SC Allows Banks to Invoke Personal 
Guarantees of Defaulters

181 Finance Minister Launches ‘Ubharte Sitaare Fund’—
Alternative Investment Fund for Small and Mid-Sized 
EoUS

181 Performance of PSU Banks on EASE 3·0 Reforms Agenda

182 RBI Transferred ` 99,122 crore as Dividend to Govt. 
Changes Accounting Year

182 Cyber Yuan : China Rolls Out its Own e-Currency, A 
First for Major Economy

164 III Bats Maintain Social Distance

164 New Skink Species Found in Western Ghats

164 Exploration of the Solar System in 2022

164 Evidence of ‘Planet Nine’ in Our Solar System

164 Drug-Resistant Diseases Could Kill 10 Million a Year by 
2020

164 Colliding Haloes
164 Life After Death
165 Dark Matter Not Made up of Tiny Black Holes-New 

Finding

165 Woolly Rhino from the Ice Age Found in Russia

165 Black Hole on the Move

165 Giant Cavity in Antarctica Glacier Signals Rapid Decay

165 How the Brain Sees

165 Predicting Pollution Levels Using Oceans’ Memory

166 Oldest Asteroid Family Found

166 High Advanced Rover Landed on Mars to Search for Life

166 Fingerprint of Earth’s Atmosphere to Identify a Life 
Sustaining Planet

166 Antidepressant Counter Brain Aging

166 Super Highway to Travel Through Solar System

166 Star Formation in Galaxies Observed

167 Five New Amphibians Discovered

167 Space Telescope Sees Neptune’s Shrinking Storm

167 Black Hole Binary Merger—A Cosmic Surprise

167 Sunspot Activity Correlated with Climate on Earth

168 India is at the Top in the World to Conserve Endangered 
Dhole

168 Lockdown Science

168 Tree of Life

168 Memory T-cells Prevent COVID-19 Severity

168 Plants Sensitive to Sound

168 Spiral Galaxy Bars Prevent the Formation of New Stars

169 Mother’s Weight Infl uences Child’s BMI

169 Volcanic Venus

169 Black Hole—The Milky Way’s Darkest Mystery

169 Genetic Scissors : A Tool for Rewriting the Code of Life

170 Hepatitis-C Virus Discovered

170 Iron Rain of Exoplanet

170 James Webb Space Telescope (JWST)

171 Massive Solar Storm Will Cause Global Internet Blackout 
for Months, Finds New Research

171 Oceans are Heating much Faster than Expected : Study

171 Dianosaurs had Complex Social Structure : New Finding

171 Scientists Found A Mineral in a Meteorite, which is also 
Present in the Depth of the Earth

Economic Vision

National Income
172 India’s GDP Expands 8·4% in Q2 (2021-22)

173 India’s GDP Likely to Grow 9·2% in Financial Year 22 : 
First Advance Estimates 2021-22
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197 Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana 3·0 Extended 
Until March 2022

198 To Rejuvenate ‘Life’ in Agricultural Fields, NABARD to 
Roll Out Jiva

198 India Semiconductor Mission, 2021

Policy Initiatives
198 New Helicopter Policy 2021

199 Vehicle Recall Policy 2021

199 National Electricity Policy 2021

200 PM Unveils National Automobile Scrappage Policy 2021

201 New Drone Policy 2021

India in Global Indexes
202 World Press Freedom Index 2021

202 Global Manufacturing Risk Index 2021

202 India Slips to 101st Rank in Global Hunger Index 2021

203 India Ranks 40th on International Intellectual Property 
Index

203 Global Innovation Index 2021

203 India at 71st on Global Food Security Index 2021 of 113 
Nations

204 India Slips 28 Spots in WEF’s Global Gender Gap Report, 
2021

205 India Ranks 139 Out of 149 Countries in World 
Happiness Report, 2021

205 India at 43 in IMD World Competitiveness Index 2021

206 Global Peace Index 2021 : India at 135th Rank

206 India Stands at 82 in Global Bribery Risk Ranking 2021

207 Reliance is India’s Most-Visible Corporate in Media : 
Wizikey News Score Report, 2021

 Miscellaneous
207 e-Shram Portal

208 Liveability Index Survey 2020 : Bengaluru is the Most 
Liveable Capital City Among Indian States

208 NITI Aayog Releases North Eastern Region District SDG 
Index and Dashboard 2021-22

209 Rankings for Ease of Living Index 2020 and Municipal 
Performance Index 2020 Announced

210 Gujarat, Kerala, TN Top Food Safety Index, 2020-21

210 National Register for Driving Licence (DL) and 
Certifi cate of Registration of Vehicles

211 Government Reconstitutes EAC-PM for Two-Year Period

211 Gujarat Tops in Logistics Index 2021

212 World Population Surged 74 Million in 2021, Expected 
to be 7·8 Billion

212 Wealth of Richest 98 Same as Bottom 552 Million : Oxfam 
Report 2021

212 Population of Leopards in India has Risen

212 Discovered : ‘Drunk Comet’ that Races through Space 
Puking Alcohol

213 Union Budget 2022-23

221 Economic Survey 2021-22

182 Morgan Stanley Becomes First Major US Bank to Offer 
Access to Bitcoin Funds

182 Parliament Passes National Bank for Financing Infra-
structure and Development Bill to Provide Long-term 
Finance for Infrastructure Project

183 The Reserve Bank-Integrated Ombudsman Scheme, 2021

183 Govt. Keeps Infl ation Target at 2·6% for 5 Years

183 Bank NPAs Ease to Nearly Six-Year Low : RBI’s Trends 
and Progress of Banking in India Report 2020-21

Public Finance
184 Cabinet Clears ` 23,123 crore Booster to Tackle Covid 

Epidemic

185 Personal Tax Mop-up Rises 2·5% but Corporation Tax 
Declines by 6·0% in FY 2020-21

185 Central Govt’s Indirect Tax Collection up 12% in FY21

External Sector
186 India’s CAD Stood at 1% of GDP in Q4FY21, Full Year 

in Surplus at 0·9%

186 India’s External Trade 2020-21

187 India’s Current Account Surplus at 0·9% in Q1 FY 22 
After Previous Quarter Defi cit

188 India’s External Debt as at End of September 2021

189 Union Cabinet Approves 100% FDI in PSU Refi neries

189 Govt. Announces RoDTEP Rates for Exporters; Outlay 
` 12,454 crore in FY 22

190 India’s Foreign Exchange Reserves Rise All Time High 
at US $ 642·453 Billion

Programmes/Schemes
190 ‘Har Medh Par Ped’ Scheme

190 Catch the Rain Campaign

191 PM Launches Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission

191 DigiSaksham

192 PM Launches Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2·0

192 PM Launches AMRUT 2·0

192 Gender Samvaad

193 “CSIR Floriculture Mission”

193 PM Atmanirbhar Swasth Bharat Yojana

193 SMILE- Support for Marginalized Individuals for 
Livelihood and Enterprise

194 PM Launches e-RUPI Digital Payment Solution

194 SAMRIDH Scheme for Start-Ups

194 ‘SUJALAM’ Campaign Begins

195 ‘PM-CARES for Children’ Scheme

195 Surakshit  Hum  Surakshit  Tum  Abhiyaan  in  112 
Aspirational Districts

196 Cabinet Approves Implementation of National Mission 
on Edible Oils—Oil Palm

197 Member of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme 
(MPLADS) Restored



Exclusive Articles
229 Forest Conservation Act : Proposed Amendments and its 

Impact on National  Security and Border Infrastructure

231 India in the UN Security Council

233 Five Deeps Expedition

236 Samagra Shiksha Scheme 2·0

239 Dense Forect Cover Declined Partially Compensated by 
Rise in Overall Gain in Forest Cover During 2019-21 

Latest General Knowledge

Appointments/Elections/Selections

242 National

247 International

Awards and Honours

250 National

251 Padam Awards 2022

261 International

265 Nobel Prizes 2021

Persons in the News
271 National

273 International

Places in the News

278 National

281 International

Death/Obituary
282 National

289 International

Report/Review/Survey/Study

293 Coral Reefs of Western Indian Ocean At Risk of Collapse, 
Warms Study

294 Worldwide  Warming  Has Killed 14% of Corals in a 
Decade : Study

294 Study Finds Extreme Heat Threatening Cities

294 UN Warms Water Shortage Can Hit Five Billion People 
by 2050

295 UNICEF’s Report on World’s Children Mental Health

295 CSIR–NGRI Launch Heliborn Survey Technology for 
Mapping Ground Water Resources

295 World Social Protection Report 2020-22 by International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) : Half of World Population, 
4·1 Billion, Doesn’t Have Social Security

296 Pollution May Cut Life Expectancy of 40% Indians : 
Report

296 Disasters  Driven  by  Weather  up  5  Times  in  Last  50       
Years : UN

296 China Warming up Faster Than Others : Report

296 IPCC’s AR6 Climate Change 2021 Report : UN Reported 
‘Code Red Warming’

297 India Among 33 Asian Nations Where Children are at 
Extremely High Risk of Climate Crisis

297 Karachi Among Top 10 Stressful Cities to Live in; Reyk-
javik is Best, the Survey Shows

297 Human—Wildlife Confl ict Among Greatest Threats to 
Animal Species : WWF & UNEP Report

298 Iceland’s Glaciers Lost 7% of Their Surface Area Since 
2000 : 750 sq. km Melted Away

298 Rankings of Liveable Cities : Auckland (New Zealand) 
No. 1 on Economist’s List of Liveable Cities

298 QS World University Rankings : 3 Indian Institutes in 
Top 200 : IISc, Bengaluru Best Research Institute in the 
World

299 More than 70% of Snow Leopard Habitat Under 
researched : WWF Report

299 Kochi Becomes India’s First City With Water Metro 
Project

300 Pratihara and Sultanate-era Silver Coins Found Near 
Jaipur

300 Nitin Gadkari Inaugurates Madhavbaug’s Power MAP 
India’s Ist Intelligent Chronic Disease Patients Habit 
Tracking System

300 Kazhuveli Wetland Declared as 16th Bird Sanctuary of 
Tamil Nadu

301 Uttar Pradesh’s Haiderpur Wetland Recognised as the 
47th Ramsar Site in India

Miscellaneous
301 NTCA Declares Areas of Tamor Pingla Wildlife Sanc-

tuary and Guru Ghasidas National Park as Chhattis-
garh’s 4th Tiger Reserve

301 UNHRC Declares Access to a Clean, Healthy 
Environment a Human Right

302 3 Products Including ‘Karuppur Kalamkari Paintings’ 
from Tamil Nadu Receive GI Tags

302 Germany Unveils World’s First Driverless Train

302 China Successfully Launches Hyperspectral Observation 
Satellite ‘Geofan-502’ by Long March Rocket

302 Tamil Nadu to Get India’s Ist Ever Dugong Conservation 
Reserve in Palk Bay

303 India’s Largest Open-Air Fernery Developed in Rani-
khet, Uttarakhand

303 Researchers Discover Earth’s Northernmost Island Off 
Greenland

303 Gupta Period Stairs, Pillars Found in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Etah

303 ‘Orca—World’s Largest Plant Capturing Carbon Dioxide 
From Air Starts in Iceland

304 The  Installed  Renewable Energy Capacity of India 
Crosses 100 GW

304 NTPC Launches India’s Largest Floating Solar PV Project 
in Simhadri

304 IAF Builds One of the World’s Highest Mobile ATC 
Tower in Ladakh
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305 World’s Largest Floating Solar Farm to Be Built in 
Indonesia

305 Singapore Unveils One of the World’s Largest Floating 
Solar Panel Farms

305 China Unveils New Maglev Train–World’s Fastest 
Ground Vehicle

305 Government to Set up a World Class  ‘Indian  Institute  
of Heritage at Noida, UP

305 Rajasthan Becomes 1st State to Commission Farm Based 
Solar Power Project Under PM– KUSUM Scheme

306 West Central Railway Becomes First Fully Electrifi ed 
Indian Railway Zone

306 China Opens 5G Signal Station at World’s Highest Radar 
Location Near Tibet Border

306 India’s First Forest Healing Centre Inaugurated in Rani-
khet, Uttarakhand

306 World’s Most Powerful Super Computer “Fugaku” by 
Japan, Now Fully Operational

306 Books and Authors

309 Acronyms/Abbreviation

311 Importants Days/Weeks

Sports Panorama 2021-22

313 Athletics

313 Badminton

317 Billiards and Snookers

317 Chess

318 Cricket

325 Football

328 Hockey

328 Formula-1 Race

330 Golf

332 Tennis

337 Miscellaneous

342 Chennai Super Kings Emerges Champion of Indian 
Premier League Title 2021

Memorable Points

343 National

349 International


