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National Round-up

Pune Ranks 1st Among Urban Cities of India
with Adequate Health Infrastructure—Housing.
com Report

Tribal Affairs Ministry Signs MoU with Mi-
crosoft for Digital Transformation of Tribal
Schools

Smart City Mission : Jharkhand Tops in Imple-
mentation of Smart City Projects : Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA)
Supreme Court Appointed 3 Member Panel
Submits Report on Agricultural Reform Laws
India Participates in French Maritime Exercise
‘La Perouse’ Held in Indian Ocean

Union Education Minister Launches SAR-
THAAQ Initiative for Implementation of National
Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020)
Overview of Inaugural Edition of ‘The Hydro-
gen Economy—New Delhi Dialogue 2021’
India Elected to 3 Bodies of UN Economic
and Social Council

Government of NCT of Delhi (Amendment)
Act Comes into Force

Regional Development : Ladakh UT, LAHDC
& ONGC Energy Centre Sign Tripartite Agree-
ment to Establish India’s 1st Ever Geothermal
Project in Puga, Ladakh

Overview of 13th Edition of Aero India 2021
Crucial Cabinet Approvals Given on February
17, 2021

India Celebrates lts 72nd Republic Day
India Launches 40th Indian Scientific Expedi-
tion to Antarctica from Mormugao Port, Goa
Gouvt. of India, West Bengal and World Bank
Sign USD 105 Million Project to Improve
Waterways in West Bengal

PM Narendra Modi Virtually Inaugurates
National Metrology Conclave 2021

CCEA Approves Central Sector Scheme
for 17 Years for Industrial Development of
Jammu & Kashmir
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PM Inaugurates Rewari-Madar Freight Corridor
Section of WDFC; Flags off World’s 1st Double
Stack Container Train

Government Promulgates J&K Reorganisation
(Amendment) Ordinance 2021 to Merge J&K
Cadre Officers with the Arunachal Pradesh,
Goa, Mizoram Union Territory Cadre
Overview of ISRO’s Plan for the Decade 2021-
30

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) 2021 and 16th
PBD Convention Held on January 9, 2021
Union Minister for Education Inaugurates
Virtual International Akhand Conference
‘EDUCON-2020’

Union Minister for Earth Sciences Inaugurates
Coastal Research Vessel ‘Sagar Anveshika’ at
Chennai Port

India Launches World’s Largest COVID-19
Vaccination Drive

Space Launch Vehicle Programme : Depart-
ment of Space (DOS) Signs 1st of Its Kind
Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) with Agnikul
Cosmos for Launch Vehicle Development
Programme

Private Players to Enter Space Activity in
India : Pixxel Pact with NSIL to Launch India’s
1st Private Remote Sensing Satellite on PSLV
Rocket in 2021

Crucial Cabinet Approvals on December 9,
2020

5th India Water Impact Summit (IWIS) 2020
Held Virtually; Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
Union Minister, Jal Shakti Inaugurates the
Event

India’s 42nd Communication Satellite CMS-01
Successfully Placed into Orbit

ISRO Successfully Launches Earth Observa-
tion Satellite EOS-01 and 9 Other Satellites
New Council of Ministers, Alongwith Port-
folios

International Round-up

NATO Launches Multinational Military Exercise
‘DEFENDER Europe 21’ in Albania l
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Open Skies Treaty : After US Quit Open Skies
Treaty Last Year, Russia Formally Seeks to
Pull Out of It

Yoweri Museveni Sworn in for 6th Term as the
President of Uganda

British Diplomat Martin Griffiths Appointed as
UN Humanitarian Chief

K.P. Sharma Oli Reappointed as Nepal PM As
Opposition Fails to Muster Majority to Form
New Government

NASA, Axiom Sign Pact to Send 1st Private
Astronaut to ISS

China’s Zhurong Rover Makes History,
Touches Down on Red Planet Mars

Iran Launches lts Most Powerful Supercom-
puter : Simorgh

Fortune’s List of World’s 50 Greatest Leaders :
New Zealand PM Jascinda Ardern Tops : Adar
Poonawalla in Top 10

Vjosa Osmani-Sadriu Becomes Kosovo’s 7th
President

Nguyen Xuan Phuc Sworn in As President of
Vietnam Pham Minh Chinh Elected as Prime
Minister

Impasse at US-Iran Sanctions Talks : US, Iran
Clash Over Lifting of Sanctions

Russian President Vladimir Putin Signs Law
Allowing Him to Rule Till 2036

Denmark is Set to Build the World’s First
Energy Island in North Sea

Global Energy Consumption : India to be the
Largest Source of Energy Demand Growth
to 2040 : International Energy Agency’s (IEA)
India Energy Outlookg 2021

South Korea Signs $ 43 Billion Deal to Create
World’s Biggest Offshore Wind Farm
Pakistan Successfully Test-fires Nuclear Ca-
pable Ballistic Missile ‘Ghaznavi’

Military Seizes Power in Myanmar; Emer-
gency for a Year Declared

Mario Draghi Becomes ltaly’s New Prime
Minister

First in the Arab World : UAE’s ‘Hope’ Probe
Sends Home First Image of Mars

NASA’s Perseverance Rover Successfully
Lands on Mars; Sends Back lts First Images
3rd QUAD Ministerial Meeting; Foreign Min-
isters Reaffirm Commitment to Strengthen
Cooperation on Advancing Free and Open
Indo-Pacific

Israel, US Commence Works to Develop
‘Arrow-4-Air Defence Missile’
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Chinese Intransigence in South China Sea
(SCS) : US Slams China’s New Law That Lets
Its Navy Fire at Foreign Vessels

FATF (Financial Action Task Force) Retains
Pakistan in ‘Grey List’ : Pakistan’s Intense
Lobbying Doesn’t Worked

Faustin-Archange Touade’ra Elected as Presi-
dent of Central African Republic for 2nd Term

Pakistan Successfully Test-Fires ‘Fatah-1’
Guided Multi Launch Rocket System

Japarov Sadyr Nurgojoevich Elected as Presi-
dent of Kyrgyzstan

One Planet Summit (OPS) 2021 Held Virtu-
ally to Protect Biodiversity; Key Initiatives
Launched

After US, Russia Pulls Out of Open Skies
Treaty

Climate Concerns : Asian Development Bank
(ADB) and European Investment Bank (EIB)
Join Hands to Protect Oceans by Supporting
Blue Economy

Joe Biden Takes Over as the 46th President of
the USA; Kamala Harris as Vice-President

Iran’s National Security Council Endorses Law
Reducing IAEA Inspections

China Successfully Launches New Earth Ob-
servation Satellite Gaofen-14

Romanian Parliamentary Election 2020; Incum-
bent Prime Minister Ludovic Orban Resigns
Following His Party’s Defeat in the Election
Kuwait Emir Reappoints Sheikh Sabah al-
Khalid as PM

China Successfully Launches Two Satellites
for Gravitational Wave Detection

Bangladesh, Bhutan Sign Firstever Preferential
Trade Agreement

President Alassane Quattara of Ivory Coast
Wins Presidential Election for a Third Term
UN Adopts India Sponsored Resolutions on
Nuclear Diarmament

US Removes East Turkestan Islamic Move-
ment from Terror List : The Organisation was
Condemned by China

Malabar Naval Exercise 2020 : Navies of India,
US, Japan and Australia Participate in 24th
Edition of the Naval Exercise in Bay of Bengal
Moldovan Presidential Elections : Maia Sandu
Registers a Comfortable Win to Become First
Women President of Maldova

India and the World Round-up

Indian Prime Minister Participates in the 16th
India-European Leaders Meeting 2021

India-UK Virtual Summit : Both Countries Adopt
Roadmap 2030 to Strengthen Bilateral Ties A
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India Hosts First 2021 Meeting of BRICS Fi-
nance Ministers and Central Bank Governors
Overview of India-Netherlands Virtual Summit
2021

John Kerry, US Special Presidential Envoy for
Climate Action, Visits India

PM Modi and Seychelles President Wavel
Ramkalawan Participate in India-Seychelles
High-Level Virtual Event

India Hosts 30th BASIC Ministerial Meeting
on Climate Change

Overview of Bahrain Foreign Minister Al Zay-
ani’s Visit to India

India, Sri Lanka Scientific Cooperation : Both
Countries Conduct Joint Research on Nine
Projects

Expanding Dimensions of Indo-French Co-
operation; Overview of French Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian’s Visit to India

India, Afghanistan Cooperation : India,
Afghanistan Sign MoU for Construction of
Lalandar (Shahtoot) Dam in Afghanistan

1st High Level Dialogue on India-EU Bilat-
eral Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA)
2021, Co-Chaired by Union Minister of Com-
merce & Industry Piyush Goyal Virtually

8th ASEAN-India Tourism Ministers’ Meeting
Held Virtually, Union Minister Prahlad Singh
Patel Co-Chairs the Meeting

India, Bahrain Hold 1st Joint Working Group
Meeting 2021 in the Field of Renewable
Energy

India, Seychelles Cooperation : GRSE Signs
Contract with Seychelles to Deliver Fast Patrol
Vessel, Zoroaster

India, Israel Defence Cooperation : Paras
Aerospace, Spear UAV Sign Agreement to
Introduce ‘Ninox 40’ Micro-Tactical UAV in
India

India, Qatar Hold Fourth Foreign Office Con-
sultation Virtually

India and China Agree on the Disengagement
of Troops on the Eastern Ladakh Border; The
US Welcomes the Agreement

India’s AIM & Australia Inaugurate India-Aus-
tralia Circular Economy (I-ACE) Hackathon,
2021

Sri Lanka Settles $ 400 Million Currency Swap
Facility with India

Ethiopian Deputy Prime Minister Demeke
Mekonnen’s 4-day Visit to India

India, Australia Sign MoU to Increase Coop-
eration in Civil Space Activities

India’s Concern for Nepal : India Provides
NPR 30-66 Crore for Reconstruction of Earth-
quake Affected Schools in Nepal
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India and France Strategic Dialogue 2021 Held
in New Delhi; Ajit Doval Represents India
Japan Commits 2,113 Crore Loan Pact to India
to Support COVID-19 Relief Efforts

India, Vietnam Hold 13th Defence Security
Dialogue Virtually

India-Russia Marine Sciences Cooperation :
CSIR-NIO/NGRI Sign MoU with POI FEB Russia
to Conduct Research in Marine Science
Union Cabinet Approves an MoU Between
India and the UAE in the Field of Scientific and
Technical Cooperation

India and Japan Sign MoU to Boost Cooperation
in the Field of Information & Communication
Technology (ICT)

India’s Enhanced Focus on Europe : Indian and
Italy’s PM Hold Bilateral Virtual Conference;
Both Countries Sign 15 Agreement

India, Bangladesh Sign 7 Pacts Covering Co-
operation in Several Fields

Economy Round-up

National Income

Provisional Estimates of Annual National In-
come, 2020-21 and Quarterly Estimates (Q4)
of Gross Domestic Product, 2020-21

Agriculture and Allied Services
Minimum Support Price of Copra for 2021 Sea-
son

Third Advance Estimates of Principal Crops for
2020-21

Central Government Hikes Fertilizer Subsidy by
140% on DAP

Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for Kharif Crops
for Marketing Season 2021-22

NAFED e-Kisan Mandis

Final Estimates of 2019-20 and First Advance
Estimates of 2020-21 of Area and Production of
Horticultural Crops

“CSIR Floriculture Mission”

Industry

Rate of Minimum Wages Revised for Central
Sphere Employees

Index of Industrial Growth Decelerates 8:6 per
cent in 2020-21

NITI Aayog Submits First List of About 12 PSUs
for Privatisation

Infrastructure

Transport Ministry Okays Green Tax on Vehicles
Over 8 Years Old

Heritage Conservation in Indian Railways
National Rail Plan for India 2030

National Register for Driving Licence (DL) and
Certificate of Registration of Vehicles A
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The Tribunals Reforms (Rationalisation and
Conditions of Service) Ordinance, 2021 is
Promulgated

Public Finance

Personal Tax Mop-up Rises 2:5% but Corpora-
tion Tax Declines by 6:0% in FY 2020-21

Central Govt.’s Indirect Tax Collection up 12%
in FY 21

Currency and Monetary Sector

Inter-ministerial Group Recommends Ban on
Private Cryptocurrency Such as Bitcoin in India
Morgan Stanley Becomes First Major US Bank
to Offer Access to Bitcoin Funds

Parliament Passes National Bank for Financing
Infrastructure and Development Bill to Provide
Long-term Finance for Infrastructure Projects
Govt. Keeps Inflation Target at 2-6% for 5 Years
Bank in India Report Loan Fraud Worth ¥ 4-92
trillion During 2020-21

RBI Monetary Policy June 4, 2021 Highlights
RBI Announces Loan Relief, ¥ 50,000 crore
Liquidity to Tide Over Covid Impact

RBI to Transfer ¥ 99,112 crore as Dividend to
Govt. Changes Accounting Year

Bad Loans : SC Allows Banks to Invoke Per-
sonal Guarantees of Defaulters

“Scheme of Financial Assistance to States
for Capital Expenditure” : Centre to Provide
< 15,000 crore Interest-Free Loan to States
for Capital Expenditure During the FY 2021-22
IMF Proposes Temporary ‘Solidarity’ Tax on
Pandemic Winners, The Wealthy

External Sector

India’s Exports Jump 58% to Hit All-Time High
of $ 34 Billion in March 2021, but Declined in
Whole Year 2020-21

Cyber Yuan : China Rolls Out its Own e-
Currency, A First for Major Economy

India Witnesses Highest Growth in FDI in 2020
Due to Digital Investments

India Attracts Record FDI Inflow of US $ 81
Billion in FY 2020-21

India’s External Debt as at End of December
2020

Forex Reserves Jump $ 3-:074 billion to a
Record High $ 608-081 billion

Govt. Launches Electronic Trade Platform e-
SANTA for Aqua Farmers, Exporters

Policy Initiatives

Highlights of Disinvestment/Strategic Dis-
investment Policy for Central Public Sector
Enterprises

Vehicle Recall Policy 2021
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Programmes/Schemes/Missions
Ayushman CAPF Scheme

‘AYU SAMVAD’ (My Health My Responsibility
Campaign)

Integrated Skill Development Scheme

‘Har Medh Per Ped’ Scheme

One District One Product Approach for PMFME
Catch the Rain Campaign

Gender Samvaad

‘PM-CARES for Children’ Scheme

India in Global Indexes

Corruption Perception Index 2020

Covid-19 Performance : India Ranked 86 out
of 98 Countries

Bengaluru World’s Fastest-growing Tech Hub,
London 2nd, Mumbai at 6th Position

India Slips Two Places to 53rd Spot in EIU’s
Democracy Index 2020

India Ranks 139 Out of 149 Countries in World
Happines Report, 2021

India has World’s Fourth Strongest Armed
Forces : Military Direct’s Study 2021

India Slips 28 Spots in WEF’s Global Gender
Gap Report, 2021

Miscellaneous

Rankings for Ease of Living Index 2020 and
Municipal Performance Index 2020 Announced
The Municipal Performance Index 2020 (MPI)

Kerala Tops NITI Aayog’s Sustainable Develop-
ment Index 2020-21, Bihar is at the Bottom

Science, Space and Technology

Exploration of the Solar System in 2022
Evidence of ‘Planet Nine’ in Our Solar System
Drug-Resistant Diseases Could Kill 10 Million
a Year by 2020

Colliding Haloes

Life After Death

Dark Matter Not Made up of Tiny Black Holes-
New Finding

Woolly Rhino from the Ice Age Found in Russia
Black Hole on the Move

Giant Cavity in Antarctica Glacier Signals Rapid
Decay

How the Brain Sees

Plants May Soon Create Own Fertilizer
Predicting Pollution Levels Using Oceans’
Memory

Oldest Asteroid Family Found

High Advanced Rover Landed on Mars to
Search for Life

Fingerprint of Earth’s Atmosphere to Identify a

Life Sustaining Planet
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Antidepressants Counter Brain Aging
Super Highway to Travel Through Solar
System

Star Formation in Galaxies Observed
Five New Amphibians Discovered

Space Telescope Sees Neptune’s Shrinking
Storm

Black Hole Binary Merger-A Cosmic Sur-
prise

Sunspot Activity Correlated with Climate on
Earth

India is at the Top in the World to Conserve
Endangered Dhole

Lockdown Science

Tree of Life

Memory T-cells Prevent COVID-19 Severity
Plants Sensitive to Sound

Spiral Galaxy Bars Prevent the Formation
of New Stars

Mother’s Weight Influences Child’s BMI
Volcanic Venus

Black Hole—The Milky Way’s Darkest Mys-
tery

Genetic Scissors : A Tool for Rewriting the
Code of Life

Hepatitis-C Virus Discovered

Iron Rain of Exoplanet

Environmental Round-up

Govt. to Set up National Mission on Use of
Biomass

Cheetah to be Re-introduced in India from
Africa in November 2021

Draft Norms for 4-Wheeler Tyres to Raise
Fuel Efficiency

International Energy Agency (IEA) Re-
leased its Net Zero Emission (NZE) Road-
map

US Approves its First Big Offshore Wind
Farm, Near Martha’s Vineyard

Global Methane Assessment Launched by
UNEP and CCAC

Eastern, India Most Vulnerable to Climate
Change, says Study

Only 3% of Land Areas Unblemished by
Humans : Study

Dolphin Boom in Odisha’s Chilika Lake
Wayanad Sanctuary a Haven for Asiatic
Wild Dog

New Species from Arunachal Added to
India’s Bird List

Climate Change Shrinks Marine Life Rich-
ness Near Equator : Study
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US Officially Rejoins Paris Agreement on
Climate Change

Mass Migration of Blue Earthworms in
Meghalaya

National Marine Turtle Action Plan Launched
Indian Sharks, Rays and Chimaeras Face
High Risk of Extinction

Transport Ministry Seeks Feedback on Plan
to Promote E20 Fuel to Reduce Oil Depen-
dence

Two New Zoos one Each in Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh Granted Recongnition by Central
Government

End of the Season—Southeast Monsoon
2020 Report

Lonar Lake Sur Sarovar Declared as Ramsar
Sites

Longest Migrating Small Bird Willow Warbler
Spotted in Kerala’s Punchakkari

World’s Last Known White Giraffe Gets GPS
Tracking Device

MoEFCC Launches Action Plan to Increase
Population of Vultures

UK to Ban Petrol, Diesel Cars from 2030 in
Green ‘Revolution’

UNESCO Stripes for Panna Biosphere Re-
serve

Micro News Round-up

Awards/Honours/Prizes
Appointments/Election
Persons in the News
Deaths/Obituary

Places in the News
Acronyms/Abbreviations
Books and Authors
Miscellaneous

Defence/Security Round-up

Indian and Indonesian Navies Conduct ‘PAS-
SEX’ in the Arabian Sea

MDL Delivers INS Karanj—India’s 3rd Kalvari
Class Submarine to Indian Navy

Indian Navy Hosts GMS-21 Virtually; 13
Indian Ocean Littoral Countries Participate
Sea Vigil—Largest Coastal Defence Exer-
cise Conducted by Indian Navy

India, Russia Defence Cooperation : PAS-
SEX 2020 Between Russian Federation
Navy and Indian Navy Held in Eastern IOR

Government Clears the Purchase of 83 Tejas
Fighter Jets
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India, Vietnam Hold PASSEX Naval Exer-
cise 2020 in South China Sea; INS Kiltan
Reaches NhaRong Port, Vietnam Under
Mission Sagar-Il|

Exercise ‘Bull Strike”, A Tri-Service Military
Drill Conducted at Teressa Island in Anda-
man and Nicobar

Indian Army Chief General M.M. Nara-
vane’s Three-day Visit to Nepal

Indian Navy Receives 9th P-81 Survelliance
Plane from US at INS Hansa, Goa Naval
Base

India Successfully Test-fires Quick Reaction
Surface-to-Air Missile Off Odisha Coast

China’s Ballistic Missiles DF-26B and DF-
21D Hit Target in Paracel Islands
Sports Round-up

Athletics
Badminton
Chess
Cricket
Football
Hockey
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167

170

Formula-1 Race
Golf
Billiards/Snooker
Tennis
Miscellaneous

Reports Round-up

85% Uttarakhand Districts Flood Hot Sports
: Study

More than 70% of Snow Leopard Habitat
Underresearched : WWF Report

Low-Paid Workers, Women Most Impacted
Due to Wage Gaps Created by COVID-19;
ILO Report 2020-21

IIT Bombay Releases Urban Quality of Life

Index 2020; Mumbai Tops, Patna Ranked
Last

Knowledge Counts

National
International

Mind Power Development

Current Capsules

The concurrence of the views of the Editor is not necessary for any matter or figure published in Pratiyogita
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