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29 Parliament Passes Central Sanskrit University Bill, 2020

30 Bill to Include More Tribes in ST Category Passed

Defence and Internal Security
30 Government  Clears  the  Purchase  of  83  Tejas Fighter 

Jets

30 India and France Strategic Dialogue 2021 Held in New 
Delhi; Ajit Doval Represents India

30 India, Russia  Defence Cooperation :  PASSEX  2020 
Between Russian Federation Navy and Indian Navy 
Held in Eastern IOR

31 India, Vietnam Hold PASSEX Naval Exercise 2020 in 
South China Sea; INS Kiltan Reaches NhaRong Port, 
Vietnam Under Mission Sagar-III

31 Exercise ‘Bull Strike’, A Tri-Service Military Drill 
Conducted at Teressa Island in Andaman and Nicobar 

32 Indian Army Chief General M.M. Naravane’s Three-Day 
Visit to Nepal

32 Indian Navy Receives 9th P-81 Surveillance Plane from 
US at INS Hansa, Goa Naval Base

32 DRDO Successfully Test-fi res Laser-Guided Anti-Tank 
Missile

32 India Tests Anti-Radiation Missile Rudram-1

33 India Test-fi res Naval Version of Supersonic BrahMos 
Missile

33 Indian Navy Gets First Batch of Women Pilots for 
Maritime Reconnaissance Missions

33 Indigenously-built Stealth Corvette INS Kavaratti 
Commissioned into Indian Navy

34 India Successfully Completes Final Trial of Nag Missile; 
Missile Ready for Induction into Army

34 A Giant Leap Forward : DRDO Successfully Tests 
Hypersonic Technology Demonstrator Vehicle Using 
Scramjet Propulsion System

34 India-Australia Defence Cooperation : India, Australia 
Conduct Passage Exercise (PASSEX) in the East Indian 
Ocean Region

34 India, Japan Hold PASSEX Naval Exercise to Promote 
Understanding in Indian Ocean

35 India’s  First  NPNT  Compliant  Drone  Flight 
Successfully Completed

19 Editorial
20 India Celebrates Its 72nd Republic Day

National Events 2020-21

National Political Updates
21 Andhra Pradesh Assembly Clears Bill to Establish Three 

State Capitals
21 Andhra Pradesh Assembly Passes Resolution to Abolish 

Legislative Council
22 NDA Retains Power in Bihar in A Close Bihar Assembly  

Polls  2020  Win;  Nitish  Kumar Sworn in Chief Minister
22 Vijay Kumar Sinha Becomes Speaker of the Bihar 

Assembly
22 Manoj Sinha Sworn in As Lieutenant Governor of 

Jammu and Kashmir
22 Rabindra Nath Mahato Elected Speaker of Newly-

formed Jharkhand Assembly
23 Shivraj Singh Chouhan Returns as Chief Minister of 

Madhya Pradesh
23 Goa   Governor   Satya   Pal   Malik   Appointed Governor 

of Meghalaya

Acts/Bill/Law/Constitution/Justice
23 Recent Cabinet Approvals
24 Government   Promulgates   J&K   Reorganisation 

(Amendment) Ordinance 2021 to Merge J&K Cadre 
Offi cers with the Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Mizoram 
Union Territory Cadre

25 Crucial Cabinet Approvals on December 9, 2020
26 Parliament Passes National Commission for Homeo-

pathy Bill and National Commission for Indian System 
of Medicine Bill

26 Parliament Passes Institute of Teaching and Research in 
Ayurveda Bill, 2020

26 Parliament Passes 2 Farm Bills
27 Cabinet Approval of Some Crucial Proposals
28 Parliament Passes Vivaad Se Vishwas Bill; Other Bills 

Approved by the Rajya Sabha
29 Supreme Court Clears Permanent Commission for 

Women in Navy
29 For Improving Safety Statutory Status to Aviation 

Regulators : Lok Sabha Passes Amended Aircraft Bill
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35 India Successfully Test-fi res ‘Dhruvastra’ Anti-Tank 
Guided Missile (ATGM)

35 India-US Defence Cooperation : Indian Navy Holds 
PASSEX with US’s Nimitz Carrier Group in Indian Ocean 
Region

36 DRDO Develops Fully Indigenous P7 Heavy Drop 
System for IL76 Aircraft

36 ARAD and CARMEL–New Israeli Assault Rifl es are 
Set to be Manufactured in India Under Make in India 
Initiative

36 French-made Rafale Jets Arrive in India Amid China 
Tensions

37 IAF Gets a Boost : Advanced Version of LCA Makes Debu 
Flight

Space Missions and Satellites

37 Overview of ISRO’s Plan for the Decade 2021-30
38 Space Launch Vehicle Programme : Department of Space 

(DOS) Signs 1st of Its Kind Non-Disclosure Agreement 
(NDA) with Agnikul Cosmos for Launch Vehicle 
Development Programme

39 Private Players to Enter Space Activity in India : Pixxel 
Signs Pact with NSIL to Launch India’s 1st Private 
Remote Sensing Satellite on PSLV Rocket in 2021

39 India’s   42nd   Communication   Satellite   CMS-01 
Successfully Placed into Orbit

39 ISRO Successfully Launches Earth Observation Satellite 
EOS-01 and 9 Other Satellites

40 India Scales New Horizons in Space Technology : Indian 
Astronomers Discover One of the Farthest Star Galaxies 
in the Universe

40 India’s Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM) Captures the Image 
of Mars’ Moon Phobos

Other Vital Issues

40 India Launches 40th Indian Scientifi c Expedition to 
Antarctica from Mormugao Port Goa

41 PM Narendra Modi Virtually Inaugurates National 
Metrology Conclave 2021

41 PM Inaugurates Rewari-Madar Freight Corridor Section 
of WDFC; Flags off World’s 1st Double Stack Container 
Train

41 Pravasi  Bharatiya  Divas  (PBD) 2021 and 16th PBD 
Convention Held on January 9, 2021

42 Union    Minister   for   Education   Inaugurates  Virtual   
International   Akhand   Conference ‘EDUCON-2020’

42 Union Minister for Earth Sciences Inaugurates Coastal 
Research Vessel’ Sagar Anveshika’ at Chennai Port

43 Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) 
Signs MoU with Austria on Technology Cooperation in 
Road Infrastructure Sector

43 5th India Water Impact Summit (IWIS) 2020 Held 
Virtually; Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union Minister, 
Jal Shakti Inaugurates the Event

44 6th India International Science Festival 2020 Held 
Virtually; PM Narendra Modi Inaugurates the Event

44 World’s Longest Highway Tunnel Opened in Himachal 
Pradesh

44 India Meteorological Department (IMD) Dedicates 1st 
‘Flash Food Guidance Services’ for South Asia

45 Council  of  Scientifi c  and  Industrial  Research (CSIR)   
and   Central   Mechanical   Engineering Research 
Institute (CMERI) Sign MoU to Bolster Solar Energy 
Sector

45 Five PSUs to Join International Solar Alliance for 
Sustainable Climate Action

45 PM Dedicates to the Nation Three Key Projects Related 
to Petroleum Sector in Bihar

46 CSIR Signs MoU with FSSAI for Collaborative Research 
and Information Dissemination; FSSAI Receives “Food 
System Vision Prize”

46 PM Narendra Modi Launches Submarine Cable 
Connectivity to Andaman & Nicobar Islands

47 National Digital Health Mission Launched
47 PM Modi Announces “One Sun, One World, One Grid” 

Initiative
48 PM Modi Inaugurates Asia’s Largest Solar Power 

Project—Rewa Solar, in Madhya Pradesh
48 India’s Tiger Census Sets New Guinness Record; 

Becomes World’s Largest Camera Trap Wildlife Survey
49 MoU Signed Between National Medicinal Plants Board 

and ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources
49 NITI Aayog Presents India’s 2nd Voluntary National 

Review at UN’s High-level Political Forum; Held 
Virtually

50 India  Moves up  a  Rank;  Becomes  Second-Largest 
Foreign Investor in UK

50 CSIR and Atal Innovation Mission Sign a Letter of Intent 
to Foster Innovation in India

50 SWADES Initiative : Skill Mapping Programme for 
Indians Returning from Abroad

50 HRD, Urban Development Ministries Launch Student 
Internship Programme

51 Ministry of Health Launches a CSIR National Healthcare 
Supply Chain Portal ‘Aarogyapath’

51 India Joins GPAI as Founding Member to Support 
Responsible and Human Centric Development     of AI

52 India Ranks 77th in Terms of Money Deposited in Swiss 
Bank, UK Tops : SNB Statistics 2019

52 Government   Implements   Shekatkar   Committee 
Recommendations  Related  to  Creating  Border 
Infrastructure

52 GoI  Launches  Five  Key  Initiatives  to  Conserve 
Biodiversity

Regional Affairs 2020-21
53 Assam
53 Andhra Pradesh
54 Bihar
54 Chhattisgarh
54 Goa
55 Gujarat
55 Himachal Pradesh
56 Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh
56 Karnataka
57 Kerala
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69 Netanyahu is Sworn in As Israeli PM for the Fifth Time
69 Mustafa al-Kadhimi Assumes Offi ce as  PM of Iraq
70 Maldives Rejoins Commonwealth

Deals/Agreements/Pacts

70 India-Russia Marine Sciences Cooperation : CSIR-NIO/
NGRI Sign MoU with POI FEB Russia to Conduct 
Research in Marine Science

71 Union Cabinet Approves an MoU Between India and the 
UAE in the Field of Scientifi c and Technical Cooperation

71 India and Japan Sign MoU to Boost Cooperation in the 
Field of Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT)

72 Bangladesh, Bhutan Sign First-ever Preferential Trade 
Agreement

72 Climate Concerns : Asian Development Bank (ADB) and 
European Investment Bank (EIB) Join Hands to Protect 
Oceans by Supporting Blue Economy

72 India,  Bangladesh  Sign  7 Pacts  Covering Cooperation 
in Several Fields

73 India’s Enhanced Focus on Europe : Indian and Italy’s 
PM Hold Bilateral Virtual Conference; Both Countries 
Sign 15 Agreement

74 India and Nepal in Cooperative Mood : India-Nepal 
Jointly Launch 3rd Integrated Check Post

74 India, Japan Cooperation Deepens : Both Coun-tries Sign 
Pact of Boost Cooperation in 5G, Artifi cial Intelligence 
(AI)

75 French Cooperation with India : France Appoints First 
Envoy for Indo-Pacifi c

75 India’s Central Asia Outreach : India, Kazakhstan 
Cooperation; India, Kazakhstan Explore Co-production 
and Co-development of Defence Products

75 Third India-USA 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue Held in New 
Delhi; Signed BECA and 4 Other MoUs

76 India’s Cooperation with Africa : India Signs MoU with 
Nigeria on Space Cooperation

77 India’s Deepening Ties with the UAE : 13th India-UAE 
Joint Commission Meeting Held Virtually

77 India-UN Development Partnership Fund : India 
Contributes USD 15·46 Million

77 India, UK Cooperation : India and The UK Tie up for 
New 8 Million Pounds Medicinal Research

78 India-Maldives Cooperation : India Extends Line of 
Credit Worth 18 Million Dollars to Maldives

78 India’s Africa Outreach : EXIM Bank Extends USD 250 
Million Line of Credit to Mozambique to Improve The 
Power Supply Quality

78 India-Afghanistan Ink 5 MoUs for Development of 
Educational Infrastructure in Afghanistan

79 India, US Cooperation : USAID’s SAGE Partners with 
MNRE’s National Technical Institutions for Clean 
Energy Development

79 India-EU Virtual Summit : PM Modi Attends the 
Summit, Trade Deal Remains Elusive

80 India  and  Bhutan  Open  New  Trade  Route  to Improve 
Trade and Connectivity

58 Madhya Pradesh
59 Maharashtra
59 North-East States
59 Odisha
59 Punjab

60 Telangana

60 Uttarakhand 

61 Uttar Pradesh

International Events 2020-21

International Political Updates

62 Japarov Sadyr Nurgojoevich Elected as President of 
Kyrgyzstan

62 Estonia’s Prime Minister Juri Ratas Resigns Over 
Corruption Scandal in His Party

62 Joe Biden Takes Over as the 46th President of the USA; 
Kamala Harris as Vice-President

63 Faustin-Archange Touade’ra Elected as President of 
Central African Republic for 2nd Term

63 Romanian Parliamentary Election 2020; Incumbent 
Prime Minister Ludovic Orban Resigns following His 
Party’s Defeat in the Election 

63 Kuwait Emir Reappoints Sheikh Sabah al-Khalid as PM

64 Political Turmoil in Nepal; Parliament Dissolved, 
President Declares Fresh Elections

64 Romania’s Parliament Approves New Government

64 President Alassane Quattara of Ivory Coast Wins 
Presidential Election for a Third Term

64 Moldovan Presidential Elections : Maia Sandu Registers 
a Comfortable Win to Become First Woman President of 
Maldova

65 New Zealand Elections : Jacindra Ardern’s Labour Party 
Scores Win

65 Dr. Irfan M. Ali Sworn in As Guyana’s New President

66 Sri Lanka Elections : Ruling Party Returns with Super 
Majority

66 Presidential Elections in Belarus : Incumbent President 
Wins Landslide Victory : Opposition Sulks

66 Mali’s President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita Resigns 
following Military Mutiny

66 Francisco Asue Reappointed as PM of Equatorial Guinea

67 Singapore PM Lee Returns to Power with Clear Mandate

67 Russian President Vladimir Putin Signs Order to Allow 
His Rule Till 2036

67 French Prez Macron Names Jean Castex the New Prime 
Minister

68 Tunisia Appoints Interior Hichem Mechichi as New PM

68 ‘Chan’  Santokhi,  an  Indian-Origin  Politician Elected 
President of Suriname

68 Tunisia Prime Minister Abruptly Resigns

68 Croatia Parliament Approves New Government After 
Election

69 Micheal Martin Elected as Ireland’s New Prime Minister

69 PM of Kyrgyzstan Mukhammedkalyi Abylgaziev 
Resigns from Post
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80 India and Israel Sign Agreement to Expand Cooperation 
in Cyber Security

80 India-European Union Agreement on Scientifi c and 
Technological Cooperation Renewed for Next Five Year 
(2020-25)

81 India, China to Resolve Border Tensions as per Bilateral 
Agreements : MEA on LAC Standoff

81 India and Bhutan Relations : Cabinet Approves MoU 
Between India and Bhutan on Cooperation in the Areas 
of Environment

81 India, Denmark Cooperation : India Signs MoU on 
‘Energy Cooperation’ with Denmark

81 India, Bangladesh Sign Pact to Operationalise 5 More 
Ports of Call, 2 New Routes

82 India, Iran Strategic Partnership : Chabahar Port Plan 
Gets Big Boost as Govt. Hikes Outlay

83 HAL Signs MoU with Israeli Firm to Make and Sell 
Drones

83 Bid to Secure Access to Central Asia : India Eyes 
Chabahar Port, More Air Corridors to Boost Central 
Asia Link

 Summits/Conferences/Meets
83 One Planet Summit (OPS) 2021 Held Virtually to Protect 

Biodiversity; Key Initiatives Launched

84 14th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting–Plus Meeting 
(ADMM-Plus Meeting) Held Virtually at Hanoi, 
Vietnam, Hosted by Vietnam; India is Represented by 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

85 2020 Industry Transition Leadership Summit Organised 
by Lead IT Held Virtually; India is Represented by Union 
Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Forests 
Prakash Javadekar

85 Virtual Ministerial Roundtable of 7th International 
Energy Forum—International Gas Union (IEF-IGU) Gas 
Forum at Kuala Lumpur, India is Represented by Union 
Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Dharmendra 
Pradhan

86 1st Trilateral Working Group (TWG) Meeting Between 
India, Iran and Uzbekistan on Joint Use of Chabahar 
Port in Iran Held Virtually

86 Climate Ambition Summit 2020 Held Virtually; Indian 
PM Addresses the Summit

87 OPEC Secretariat Hosts 4th High-Level Meeting of 
OPEC-India Dialogue Co-Chaired by Indian Union  
Minister   Dharmendra   Pradhan  and Mohammad 
Sanusi Barkindo

87 Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit 
2020 Chaired by Russian President Putin : PM Narendra 
Modi Highlights Importance of Respecting Each 
Other’s Sovereignty, Territorial Integrity; 16 Documents 
Adopted

88 PM Modi and Vietnamese Counterpart Nguyen Xuan 
Phuc Co-Chair 17th ASEAN-India Summit

88 15th East Asia Summit Held Virtually Under Vietnam’s 
2020 ASEAN Chairmanship; External Affairs Minister  
S. Jaishankar Represents India at the Summit

89 12th BRICS Summit Held Virtually : PM Modi Calls for 
Multilateralism and Deep International Cooperation

90 Fifteenth G20 Summit 2020 Held Virtually. Saudi Arabia 
Hosts the Conference; PM Narendra Modi Participates

91 India CEO Forum on Climate Change : Union Minister 
Prakash Javadekar Chairs the Meeting, Highlights 
India’s Plan of Reducing Carbon Emission

91 India-Nordic –Baltic and CII Conclave 2020 Held 
Virtually, Attended by External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar

91 Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman Attends 
1st BRICS Finance Minister and Central Bank Governors 
Meeting Virtually

91 Quad Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in Tokyo

92 India Participates in 18th Meeting of Prosecutors General 
of SCO

92 India Attends BIMSTEC Virtual Meet 

93 Third Annual Leadership Summit of US-India Strategic 
Partnership Held

93 US-India-Israel Summit Held Virtually, Decision Taken 
for the Trilateral Collaboration on 5G Tech

93 Global Initiative to Reduce Land Degradation and 
Coral Reef Programme Launched at G20 Environment 
Ministers’ Meet

93 India and Sri Lanka Relations : Both Countries Hold 
First Bilateral Summit Since New Government Assumed 
Office in Sri Lanka Following General Elections in 
August 2020

94 6th Round Table of ASEAN-India Network of Think 
Tanks Held Virtually

94 India, Uzbekistan Cooperation : India and Uzbeki-stan 
Co-chair the First National Coordination Committee 
Meeting; Discuss Trade and Investment

94 ICWA-RIAC Conference : India and Russia to Explore 
Joint Projects in Asia and Africa

94 PM Modi Addresses Virtual India Ideas Summit 
2020; India-US Negotiating UAV Co-Development 
Programme

95 3rd India-ASEAN Youth Dialogue Held from June 8 to 
10, 2020; Youth-Centric Initiatives Highlighted

Indian Leaders Abroad
95 MEA Minister Dr. Jaishankar Attends SCO Foreign 

Ministers’ Meeting : Meets Chinese Counterpart

Guests in India
96 India, Afghanistan Relations : Abdullah Abdullah, 

Chairman of the High Council for National Reconciliation 
in Afghanistan, Visits India; PM Modi Assures India’s 
Support for Afghan Peace Process

97 US President Donald Trump’s Historic Visit to India; 
Gets Spectacular Welcome; India-US Friendship 
Strengthened : Both Countries Sign Deals, Pacts

98 India, Sri Lanka Relations : Sri Lankan PM Mahinda 
Rajapaksa Visits India; PM Modi Seeks Tamils’ 
Reconciliation

98 Portuguese President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa’s India 
Visit : India and Portugal Sign a Slew of Agreements; 
PM Modi and President Kovind Hold Talks with the 
Visiting Dignitary
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Other Vital Issues
99 After US, Russia Pulls Out of Open Skies Treaty
100 1st Ever Treaty for Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 

Adopted by UN Comes into Force
100 Pakistan Successfully Test-Fires ‘Fatah-1’ Guided Multi 

Launch Rocket System
100 Former Mali PM Modibo Keita Passes Away
101 China  Successfully  Launches  New  Earth Observation 

Satellite Gaofen-14
101 China Successfully Launches Two Satellites for 

Gravitational Wave Detection
102 UN Adopts India Sponsored Resolutions on Nuclear 

Diarmament
102 US Removes East Turkestan Islamic Movement from  

Terror  List :  The  Organisation  was Condemned by 
China

103 Women Empowerment and Security in Bangladesh The 
Country Introduces Death Penalty for Rape

103 Andorra Joins International Monetary Fund as 190th 
Member

104 FATF  Retains  Pakistan  on  Grey  List,  Gives Islamabad 
Time Till February to Comply with 27-Point Action Plan

104 Germany Launches Indo-Pacifi c Strategy
105 China Sends Nine Satellites into Space in First Sea-Based 

Commercial Launches
105 FAO’s 35th Asia-Pacifi c Regional Conference (APRC) 

Meeting Held Virtually; Parshottam Rupala Represents 
India

106 Historic : Gulf Kingdom of Bahrain Becomes the Fourth 
Arab Country to Establish Diplomatic Relations with 
Israel

106 NASA Astronauts Return Safely After Successful Demo-
2 Mission

106 Israel Successfully Tests its Arrow-2 Ballistic Missile 
Interceptor, Say US Missile Agency

107 UAE Recomes First Arab Nation to Produce Nuclear 
Energy

107 Space X Launches 58 Starlink Satellites and 3 Sky Sats, 
Sticks Rocket Landing

107 US Suspends Extradition and Tax Agreement with Hong 
Kong

107 China Holds Another Round of Naval Drills in South 
China Sea

108 China  Successfully  Launches  New  Optical Remote-
Sensing Satellite “Gaofen-9 05” Alongwith 2 Smaller 
Payloads

108 US Offi cially Notifi es World Health Organisation of 
Decision to Withdraw from the UN Agency

109 Sri Lanka and Maldives Become the First Two Countries 
from South-East Asia Region of WHO to Eliminate Both 
Rubella and Measles

109 Hope Mission : UAE Becomes 1st West Asian and Arab 
Nation to Launch Space Mission to Mars; Takes off from 
Japan

109 Germany is First Major Economy to Phase Out Coal and 
Nuclear Power

110 Turkmenistan  Becomes  25th  Country  with Observer 
Status in World Trade Organisation

110 West Bengal

Important Concepts in News
111 Art and Culture
117 Science and Technology
125 Economy/Finance
130 Defence/Internal Security
134 Polity and Governance
137 Miscellaneous

Environment/Ecology/Wildlife/
Climate Change/Biodiversity

140 India is at the top in the World to Conserve Endangered 
Dhole

140 Tree of Life
140 Extinct Plant for 135 Years Rediscovered in Sikkim 

Himalayas
140 Air Quality Commission Directs for 100 per cent 

Switching over of Industries in Delhi to PNG
141 Indian Sharks, Rays and Chimaras Face High Risk of 

Extinction
141 Transport Ministry Seeks Feedback on Plan to Promote 

E20 Fuel to Reduce Oil Dependence
141 Two New Zoos One Each in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh 

Granted Recognition by Central Government
142 9th Sustainable Mountain Development Summit Held 

in Dehradun
142 Lonar Lake, Sur Sarovar Declared as Ramsar Sites
143 MoEFCC  Launches  Action  Plan  to  Increase Population 

of Vultures
143 UNESCO Stripes for Panna Biosphere Reserve
144 Tristan da Cunha Island Creates Massive Marine 

Protection Zone
144 New Species of Echinops Found in Sahyadri Mountains
144 NTPC Dadri Strives to Become the Cleanest Coal Fired 

Plant of India
145 Cabinet Approves Memorandum of Under-standing 

Between Zoological Survey of India and International 
Barcode of Life

145 Bhubaneswar’s  Nandankanan  Zoo  Revives ‘Adopt-
An-Animal’ Scheme

146 10·76 Million Trees Felled or Marked for Felling for Infra 
Projects Since 2015

146 Eight Indian Beaches Recommended for Coveted Blue 
Flag International Eco-Label

146 Oil Exploration in Forests to Become Cheaper, Easier
147 Morphological Phenotypic Plasticity in Kalinga Frog
147 Government  Announces  a  Holistic  Project Dolphin 
148 Elephant Shrew Rediscovered in Africa After 50 Years
148 Uttarakhand,  Maharashtra  had  the  Highest Leopard 

Poaching in India : TRAFFIC Study
149 Lonar Lake Turned Pink Due to Salt-Loving ‘Haloarchaea’ 

Microbes
149 Dragonfl ies Reveal Mercury Pollution Levels Across US 

National Parks
150 The Assam Snake that was Lost and Found 129 Years 

Later
150 Approval Accorded to Zonal Master Plan of Bhagirathi 

Eco-Sensitive Zone



PD Panorama Year Book / 16

Economic Vision

National Income
163 New World Bank Country Classifi cations by Income 

Level : 2020-21

163 India to Become 5th Largest Economy in 2025, 3rd by 
2030

163 Indian Economy to Contract 7·7% in FY 2020-21 : First 
Advance Estimates of National Income

Agriculture and Allied Sector

164 Increase  in  Fair  and  Remunerative  Price  of Sugarcane

164 CACP Suggests Cash Fertiliser Subsidy of ` 50,000 Per 
Year Per Farmer

165 Fourth Advance Estimates of Production of Foodgrains 
2019-20

165 First Advance Estimates of Production of Major Kharif 
Crops for 2020-21 Released

166 Cabinet Approves Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for 
Rabi Crops for Marketing Season 2021-22

166 Minimum Support Price of Copra for 2021 Season

Industry
166 Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for the 

Pharmaceutical Industry

Infrastructural Development
167 Jaipur, Guwahati, Thiruvananthapuram Airports to be 

Leased

167 Ministry of Defence Bans Import of 101 Item

167 Indian Railways Plans 7 More Bullet Train Projects at ` 
10 Trillion Cost

167 ‘SAROD-Ports’ Launched

167 PM Inaugurates Ro-Pax Terminal at Hazira and Flags 
Off Ro-Pax Ferry Service Between Hazira and Ghogha

168 Country’s First Driverless Train Rolls Out on December 
28, 2020

168 Adani Group Signs Concession Agreement with AAI 
for Jaipur, Guwahati, Thiruvananthapuram Airports

Money and Banking
168 RBI Puts Starts-up in Priority Sector Lending

168 Reserve  Bank  to  Transfer  ` 57,128  Crore  as Dividend 
to the Union Govt.

168 Digital Payments in India Likely to Grow to ` 7,092 
Trillion by 2025

169 Positive Pay System for Cheque Payments to Come into 
Effect from January 1, 2021

169 Lakshmi Vilas Bank Amalgamated with DBS India Bank 
Ltd.

169 Public  Sector  Banks  Join  Hands  to  Launch Doorstep 
Banking Services

169 RBI Monetary Policy February 2021 : MPC Pegs Real 
GDP Growth at 10·5% in FY 2020

150 Unique Urban Forest Inaugurated at the Offi ce of the 
CAG of India

150 Five Initiatives Launched on International Day of Bio-
diversity

151 NTPC in Pact with ONGC to Set up Joint Venture 
Company for Renewable Energy Business

151 Sea Levels could Rise More than a Metre by 2100, Experts 
Say

151 Great  Barrier  Reef  Suffers  Worst-ever  Coral Bleaching 
: Scientists

152 New Pit Viper in Arunachal Pradesh Named After Harry 
Potter Character

152 Scientists Radio-tag Indian Pangolin
152 India Begins Coral Restoration in Gulf of Kachchh
153 World’s Oldest Rhino Dies in Tanzania
153 Kaziranga Records 96 Species of Wetland Birds
154 Blackbucks are Fighting for Survival in Punjab
154 First-of-its Kind Turtle Rehab Centre Comes up in Bihar

Science and Technology

155 Memory T-cells Prevent COVID-19 Severity
155 Plants Sensitive to Sound
155 Spiral Galaxy Bars Prevent the Formation of New Stars
155 Mother’s Weight Infl uences Child’s BMI
155 Volcanic Venus
155 Sunspot Activity Correlated with Climate on Earth
156 Black Hole the Milky Way’s Darkest Mystery
156 Genetic Scissors : a Tool for Rewriting of the Code of Life
157 Hepatitis-C Virus Discovered
157 Cosmic Collision Reshaped Milky Way
157 Device Being Developed for Cat-like Hearing to Humans
158 Hot Ocean Water Led to Last Mass Extinction
158 Shape of Sun’s Corona and Space Weather Variations 

Accurately Calculated
158 NASA Spacecraft Set to Collect Asteroid Sample
158 Sun’s Coronal Magnetic Field Measured

159 Universe’s Most Ancient Spiral Galaxy Spotted

159 Scientists Link 36 Genes to Heart Failure

159 Record Radio Bursts Detected from Space

159 Underwater, Glaciers Melting at Rapid Pace

159 India Gets its First Indigenous Pneumonia Vaccine

159 CSIR-CMERI, Durgapur, Unveils the COVID Protection 
System (COPS) for Workplace

160 Scientists Unravel Secrets of Ultra-black Fish Swimming 
the Deepest Depths

160 NASA Releases 'Closest Ever' Breath-taking Pictures of 
the Sun

161 Sun’s Atmosphere is Hotter than its Surface Due to 
Spicules

161 Predatory Bacteria may Fight Antibiotic Resistance

161 New Drug Developed to Cure TB within Two Months

161 Traffi c  Noise  Makes  Birds   Age   Faster,  Cuts Lifespan

162 Scientists Propose to Prevent Another Mass Extinction 
from Earth : Global Deal for Nature

162 Earth at Risk of Becoming a ‘Hothouse’

162 A Universal Flue Vaccine Identifi ed
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Public Finance
170 PM Launches the Platform for “Transparent Taxa-tion—

Honouring the Honest”
171 Faceless Assessment
171 India will Launch ` 1,000 crore Seed Fund for Start-Ups 

: PM at ‘Prarambh : Start-Up India International Summit

External Sector
171 Global Merchandise Trade Volumes Fell 14% in First Half 

of 2020 : WTO

172 India’s External Debt Dips by $ 3·9 Billion to $ 554·5 
Billion at June-end 2020

172 WTO Tempers Fall in World Trade to 9·2% in 2020

172 Forex Reserves Rise $ 758 Million to Reach a Record a 
High of US $ 586·082 Billion

172 India has Trade Defi cit with 9 of Top 10 Trading Partners

172 Covid-19 Impact : India’s Trade with All Major Regions 
Down

173 FDI Limit in Defence Through Automatic Route Raised 
to 74%

173 India Posts Surplus in Q2 (July-September) of 2020-21
173 India’s Merchandise Trade During April-December 2020-

21
174 Success of Vaccine Diplomacy : US ‘Applauds’ India for 

Gifting Covid-19 Vaccine to Several Countries
174 Saral Pension

Service Sector
174 Data & Artifi cial Intelligence Have Potential to Add $ 

500 Billion to Indian Economy by 2025 : NASSCOM

175 India’s Population is Likely to be 1·52 Billion by 2036

175 National   Medical   Commission   Commences Operation 
from September 25, 2020

176 Gig Workers Brought Under the Ambit of Code on Social 
Security-2020

176 National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-20) : Data of First 
Phase Released

Programmes/Schemes/Campaign/Mission
177 Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare Shri 

Narendra Singh Tomar Launches ‘Krishi Megh’

178 Mission (Skill Development) ABHYASS

178 NHAI Launches ‘Harit Path’ a Mobile App to Monitor 
Plantation Along National Highways

178 Start-up Village Entrepreneurship Programme (SVEP)

179 PM Launches ` 20,050 Crore PMMSY to Raise Fisheries 
Exports, Farmers’ Income

179 India Post Launches Five Star Villages Scheme

179 ‘BEAMS’ (Beach Environment and Aesthetics 
Management Services)

179 ‘KAPILA’  (Kalam  Program  for  Intellectual Property  
Literacy  and  Awareness)  Education Campaign

179 ‘AIM—Sirius Innovation Programme 3·0’

180 Atmanirbhar Bharat Rozgar Yojana

180 PM-WANI Launched

181 Atmanirbhar Bharat Rojgar Yojana (ABRY)

181 Ayushman CAPF Scheme

182 ‘AYU SAMVAD’ (My Health My Responsibility) 
Campaign

India in Global Indexes 2020

182 Corruption Perception Index 2020
183 India Moves to 48th Place in Global Innovation Index 

2020
184 India Ranks 3rd in Global Manufacturing Risk Index 

2020
184 India Ranks 142 in World Press Freedom Index 2020
184 India Slips 26 Spots and Ranks 105th on Global Economic 

Freedom Index 2020
185 India Ranks 40 Out of 53 Countries on Global Intellectual 

Property Index 2020
185 India   Ranks   34th   in   Global   Real   Estates Trans-

parency Index 2020
185 India Ranks 72 in Global Talent Competitiveness Index 

2020
186 India Ranks 116 in World Bank’s Human Capital Index 

2020
187 Global Hunger Index 2020 : India Ranks 94th
187 Covid-19 Performance : India Ranked 86 Out of 98 

Countries

States’ Ranking
188 Ranking  of  States  on  Support  to  Start-up Ecosystems, 

2019
188 Kerala, Goa, Chandigarh Best Governed States and 

Union Territory : Public Affairs Index, 2020

 Miscellaneous
189 Bengaluru World’s Fastest-growing Tech Hub, London 

2nd, Mumbai at 6th Position

189 Transport Ministry Okays Green Tax on Vehciles Over 
8 Year Old

190 Union Budget 2021-22

Articles
199 Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan 3·0
202 Higher Education in National Education Policy 2020
206 Maternal Mortality in India on Declining Trend
208 Online Education : Need of the Hour

211 India Slips to 131 in Human Development Index 2019

Latest General Knowledge

Appointments/Elections/Selections

214 National

218 International

Awards and Honours
220 National

229 International

Persons in the News
237 National

238 International
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Places in the News
241 National
243 International

244 Resignation/Dismissals/Removal

Death/Obituary
245 National

251 International

Report/Review/Survey/Study

255 IIT Bombay Releases Urban Quality of Life Index 2020; 
Mumbai Tops, Patna Ranked Last

255 Low-Paid  Workers,  Women Most Impacted Due to Wage 
Gaps Created by COVID-19; ILO Report 2020–21

255 Bad Air Among Top 5 Risk Factors for Death in India : 
Lancet Study

256 Survey on Gender Finds Only 38% Indian Women Have 
Say in Defi ning Their Identity

256 At 96·2%, Kerala Tops India’s Literacy  Rate  Chart  Again; 
Andhra   Pradesh   Ranks Lowest with 66·4%

256 India Ranks 31st in INFORM Risk Index 2020 for 
Humanitarian  Index 2020 for Humanitarian and  
Disasters; Somalia Tops

256 India Ranks 8th for Cancer Preparedness Among 10 
Asia-Pacifi c   Countries;  Australia Tops : EIU Report

257 The Asia  University  Rankings : IISc Bangalore Ranked 
36th, 8  Indian  Institutes  in Top 100

257 Mercer’s 26th Annual ‘Cost of Living Survey 2020’ : 
Mumbai Ranks 60th Globally, 19th in Asia

257 6,000   Indians   Have   Ultra-High  Networth of Over      
` 215 Crore Each

258 Population of Bird Species Declines : Study

Miscellaneous
258 National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) Signs 

MoU with BYJU’s to Support Skilling  of  Teachers  and 
Trainers

258 Sequoia India Launches ‘Sequoia Spark’ in   Association 
with WEP to Promote Women Entrepreneurs

258 NSDC (National Skill Development    Cooperation) 
Launches   ‘Project   Future Ready’   to   Impart   Career 
Skills to 1 Lakh Students

258 UN Places India in Third Position in Disaster Ranking

259 Indian Navy Completes “Operation Samudra Setu” by 
Repatriating 3992 Indians from 3 Countries

259 Rajnath Singh e-Inaugurates Six Strategic Bridges in J&K

260 Ministry of Culture Releases the  First  Five  Re-printed 
Volumes   of   Mongolian Kanjur Manuscripts

260 NHAI  Becomes  First  Fully Digitalised  Orga-nisation  
in Construction Sector

260 First in the World : Indian Railways Runs Double-Stack 
Container  Train  in  OHE Electrifi ed Region

260 Hyderabad    International Airport Receives ACI Asia-
Pacifi c Green Airports Platinum Recognition 2020

260 Rock Art Discovered in A.P. Caves; It Belongs to the 
Period between 600 BC and 6th Century AD

261 British Airways Flight Sets Record for Crossing Atlantic

261 Books and Authors

262 Acronyms/Abbreviation

264 Importants Days/Weeks

Sports Panorama 2020-21
266 Athletics

267 Badminton

269 Billiards and Snookers
269 Chess
271 Cricket
279 Football
281 Formula-1 Race
284 Golf
285 Hockey
285 Tennis
289 Miscellaneous

Memorable Points
291 National

299 International


